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Penggunaan bahasa adalah penting bagi memahami identiti penulis dalam wacana 
tulis. Memandangkan penulis menghasilkan karya untuk orang lain, pemahaman 
mendalam diperlukan untuk mengetahui bagaimana pelajar sebagai penulis 
memaparkan identiti dan mengaitkan hubungan dengan orang lain dalam penulisan. 
Kajian terdahulu lebih tertumpu kepada identiti yang dipaparkan melalui wacana 
lisan. Namun begitu, kajian berkaitan identiti penulis dan hubungannya dengan orang 
lain dalam wacana tulis bahasa kedua amat sedikit diketahui dalam kalangan pelajar 
Nigeria. Justeru, kajian ini meneroka bagaimana pelajar sekolah menengah awam di 
Nigeria menceritakan pengalaman semasa menengah rendah. Kajian juga meneliti 
strategi yang digunakan dalam mengolah ide dan hubungan dengan orang lain dalam 
penulisan. Kajian bertujuan untuk memahami bagaimana identiti dan hubungan 
dengan orang lain terjalin apabila pelajar menyuarakan ide mereka dalam bahasa 
tulis. Data dikumpul melalui persampelan bertujuan yang terdiri daripada empat-
puluh lima naratif tulis pelajar, transkrip temu bual mendalam, nota pemerhatian 
dalam kelas dan ditafsir melalui pendekatan analitik wacana. Dapatan kajian 
mendedahkan pelbagai cara seseorang itu berhubung dengan orang lain dalam 
penulisan iaitu melalui penggunaan kata pinjaman, kata nama, kata ganti, perkataan 
yang memaparkan penghargaan, penghormatan dan sikap mengambil berat dalam 
naratif mereka. Kajian ini menimbulkan kesedaran bukan sahaja mengenai diri 
sebagai penulis tetapi juga mengenai hubungan dengan orang lain dan strategi dalam 
penulisan. Ia menyumbang kepada pemahaman diri penulis, strategi yang digunakan 
dan kaitannya dengan orang lain dalam penulisan. Ia juga menekankan keperluan 
bagi pendidik untuk memberi perhatian kepada kebolehan menulis dalam bahasa 
kedua dan tidak hanya melihat kepada hasil penulisan. Sebaliknya, penulisan 
berupaya mengetengahkan suara penulis yang berhubungkait dengan identiti, budaya 
dan latar belakang sosial. Kajian selanjutnya perlu meneliti bagaimana pembentukan 
identiti diri dan dengan orang lain dipaparkan dalam genre tulis yang lain 
terutamanya penulisan akademik selaras dengan identiti, stail, pandangan dan 
pengetahuan seseorang penulis dalam penulisan bahasa Inggeris. 















Language use is important in understanding the identity of the author in a written 
discourse. Given that the author produces the writing for the other, an in-depth 
understanding of how students display identities to relate to others in writing is 
needed. Previous studies mainly examined how identity is displayed in spoken 
discourse. However, little is known about the construction of writer‟s identity and 
that of the other in second language writing among Nigerian students. Thus, this 
study explores how public secondary school students in Nigeria narrate their junior 
year experiences. It also examines the strategies used in constructing ideas and 
connections with the other in writing. The study seeks to understand how identity 
and self-other relations are embedded in the students‟ written language as they 
communicate their ideas. Data were collected using purposive sampling comprising 
forty-five students‟ written narratives, transcriptions of in-depth interviews, notes 
from classroom observations and interpreted through a discourse analytical approach. 
The findings reveal varied ways the self relates to others in writing, that is, through 
loan words, nouns, pronouns and words that convey appreciation, salutation, and care 
in their narratives. The study creates awareness of not only self as the writer but also 
about the relations with the other and the strategies in writing. It contributes to the 
understanding of writer identity, the strategies used and the relevance of others in 
writing. It also reinforces the need for educators to give attention to second language 
writing ability and see writing as not only the product. Rather, writing speaks 
volumes about the author‟s voice which relates to identity, culture and social 
background. Future research should explore how identity and self-other construction 
are reflected in other written genres, specifically, in  academic writing, given the 
cultural identity of the author, style, positioning and knowledge about writing in 
English. 
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1.1 Background of the Study 
The writing skill is considered important to all disciplines of endeavors including 
how identity and self-other relations are constantly constructed and re-constructed 
through the medium of language as people continue to interact with each other 
(Partridge, 2006). The product of writing is always made for the readers as the target 
audience (Hyland, 2018; Olofsson & Lindberg, 2018; Seloni, 2018). Writing is 
indeed a challenging skill for many people, in particular, the non-native speakers 
(NNS) of English. Writing is also seen as a private task, an individual act, which 
suggests that often times when constructing ideas, the writer thinks and works alone 
in the composing process yet it is a social act (Hirvela, 1999; 2004; Murray, 1992). 
The writer makes sense of what he or she writes through the knowledge of language 
use and style in an attempt to make the readers understand.  
 
In doing so, the writer is making an effort to communicate with the reader, and to 
associate the reader with their sensemaking approach. Writing skill is important 
particularly to second language learners (L2) learners because firstly it can help them 
improve their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Secondly, writing is a 
significant skill to succeed on the other kinds of language skills. Thirdly, it helps in 
understanding and promoting science and technology. Also it helps in training and 
preparing people in securing employment. Finally, writing skill assists non-native 
speakers of English (NNSE) students to perform well in their academic pursuits 
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Appendix A  
Research Participant Consent Form 
Each participant is given the consent form below before participating in the research: 
 
I have been asked to participate in the research on how students write narrative 
essays. 
I understand that this is a voluntary act and there is no right or wrong answer. I agree 
to participate fully in the study. 













Appendix B  
Instruction for the Written Test 
The teacher for each class is given the handout below on instructions for the test to 
be read verbally to the students. 
 
1. Time allowed for the written test exercise is forty-five (45) minutes. 
2. Communication or discussion is not allowed during the written test session. 
3. No sharing of ideas is allowed during the test. 
4. You are only allowed to channel your question to the teacher or invigilator not to   
any of your colleagues.  
5. The essay should not exceed three hundred and fifty (350) words as mentioned in 
the instruction sheet. 
6. Clear handwriting and clarity of expressions are encouraged. 
7. You are advised to use foolscap papers.   
 
 







Appendix C  
Topic for Narrative writing  
 
Write a narrative essay based on the following topic. Your essay should not be more 
than three hundred and fifty (350) words. 
 
 
























Appendix D  
In-depth Interview: Samples of Students’ Responses 
The interviews were conducted and transcribed into English language. The following 
are the samples of the transcribed students‟ responses:  
 
In an attempt of communicating myself through spoken or written text, I used to 
borrow some words from Arabic to enable me express my points and as well describe 
who I am to my listeners or readers. Mostly, the most frequent borrowed words are 




Yes sir, I understand that always my writing tells who am I to my readers  easily  in 
relation my gender, religion, tribe, and social status. In fact, no  way I can write 
without the text speaks about me… (Nasir-S)  
 
 
In most of my writing, I make use of nouns, more specifically common nouns to 
communicate to my reader about myself. Using the common nouns can help my 












 In-depth Interview: Samples of Teachers’ Responses  
 
The interviews were conducted and transcribed into English language. The following 
are the samples of the transcribed teachers‟ responses: 
No, not all of them have the habit of using borrowed words in their writing as a way 
of displaying their identity. Only few, who are mostly Muslim, used Arabic words 
during their writing particularly in a classroom situation … (Mayo-T). 
 
 
In fact, it is true that some of my students use borrowed words from world  languages 
such as Arabic language during their writing which conveys their  faith. The most 
frequent words used by them were insha Allah, Islam, Qur‟an, Muslim, Assalamu 




For certain, I understand most of my students through their writing entails their faith 
and family background which influence the content of their written texts and gives 











Researcher’s Checklist and Reflections during Writing Task and 
Classroom Observation  
School………………………Subject………………..Class……………Time………
Date………………Name of Observer……………… 
 
 Time Management 
Describe how the students manage their time in the writing test. 
Describe how the writers‟ keep to the length required for the essay. 
 
 Instructions 
Describe how the participants understood the question. 
Describe the level of their concentrations in the written test and the interview 
sessions. 
 
 Research Participants’ 
Describe how the teachers relate to the students in the class. 
Describe how the students relate to the teachers in the class. 
Describe how the writing of the students in the classroom situation displays their 
personal identity using language. 
 
 Researcher’s Reflections 
Generally, describe the quality of the sample essays. 
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Appendix I  
Student’s Narrative Writing (W24): Sample 3 
 
